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State of the Climate across
Western s Central
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Temperature (F)

Temperature Summary for North Platte Area
Dec 1, 2010 - Feb 28, 2011
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Obsened daily maximum and minimum temperatures are connected by dark blue bars.
Area between normal maximum and minimum temperatures has tan shading.
Red line connects record high femperatures. Light blue line connects record low temperatures.
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hat is a normal Winter?

A normal winter across
the central plains
typically has its ups and
downs. The average
highs are close to 40
degrees and average
lows are in the teens,
however records range
from the 60s and 70s to
the -20s and -30s.

This graph shows the
records (highs-red and
) and normal
highs and lows (tan)
along with last winter

observed (dark blue
bars) for North Platte.



" What is a normal Winter?

Precipitation Summary for North Platte Area Along with the ups and

Dec1-Feb 29 downs in temperatures,
precipitation (typically
snowfall) will come and
go as storm systems
move across the area.
This time of year the
total precipitation is
much lower than in the
spring and summer
months.

Precipitation Accumulation (inches)

This graph shows the
average (red line) along
. . with last winter’s

e i . observed (dark blue
line) for North Platte.

Heavy dark blue line & precipitation accumulation for 2010-2011. Smooth red line & normal.




= Winter Statisti
Days Days Days Days
:;1"?‘ f:ﬁ Tﬁ": Precip Snowfall Lows Highs Highs Highs
g P 20 =32 50+ 60+
Average| 387 | 134 | 261 | 137 | 137 | 126 | 815 | 228 6.4
Max | 472 | 220 | 342 | 423 | 343 42 a6 46 23
Year 1991-02 1930-31 1991-92 1913-14 2006-07 1978-79 |1991-92 2005-06 1980-81
Min 937 1.0 124 | 014 1.3 0 o5 0 0
1930-31 10times
Year |1978-79 1978-70 [1978-79 1980-81|1980-81 1978-79 [1978-79 | latest
1991-92
2009-10
200607 351 | 103 | 227 | 398 | 343 20 48 11 g
200708 383 | 105 | 244 | 097 | 129 17 61 15 z
700809 417 | 115 | 266 @ 153 | 182 11 67 25 11
200910 235 | 115 | 225 | 166 | 26.1 13 AT g 0
201011 378 | 104 | 241 | 217 | 295 16 59 20 3

Above are some statistics for the three months (December, January and February)

for North Platte. Highlighted in red numbers are from last winter .



What is expected for this winter?
(2011-2012)



La Nina has developed
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La Nlna Typical Wintertime Pattern

Typical La Nina .
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Climate Prediction Center

Temperature Probability

Outlook - December

Precipitation Probability

B - Below Normal

A — Above Normal

EC - Equal Chances
for Above, Below
or Near Normal
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The latest outlook for December has western and north central Nebraska in an
equal chance for above, below or near normal temperature and precipitation.




~Climate Prediction Center

/
- Outlook - December, January, February
Temperature Pobabity Precipitation Pobabity

B - Below Normal
A — Above Normal
EC - Equal Chances
for Above, Below
or Near Normal

THREE-MONTH QU : THREE-MONTH QU
TEMPERATURE PR EC MEANS EquAL PRECIPITATION B EC MEANS EquAL
e e P B | ladnp it B
MADE 17 NOV 201 KB%‘"EH"S BELOW MADE 17 NOV 2011 KB%‘"EH"S BELOW
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The latest winter outlook for the three months of December, January, February
has western and north central Nebraska in an equal chance for above, below or
near normal temperature. However, there is a higher chance for above normal
precipitation for most of western and north central Nebraska.



Climate Prediction Center —=
Spring Outlook - March, April, May

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability

B - Below Normal

A — Above Normal

EC - Equal Chances
for Above, Below
or Near Normal
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TEMPERATURE PR EC MEANS EquAL PRECIPITATION EC MEANS EquAL
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The latest spring outlook for the three months of March, April, May has western
and north central Nebraska in an equal chance for above, below or near normal
temperature. However, there is a higher chance for below normal precipitation
for most of western and north central Nebraska.
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Current Drought St

U.S. Drought Monitor MNeveuerzz

Intensity Crought Impact Tyces.

(] DO Abnormally Dry r~ Dekneates dominant impacts
[] D1 Drought - Moderate

S = Short-Term, typically <6 months D
D2 Drought - Severe (e.q. agriculture, grasslands)

M 03 Drought - Extreme L = Long-Term, typically >6 months
Bl D4 Drought - Exceptional . o hvdrology. ecology) USDA . E =
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. S o Rt i \.h_'/‘ v
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary

for forecast statements Released Wednesday, November 23, 2011
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ Author: Anthony Artusa, NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC




No Drought Conditions Expected through the Winter
for Western and North Central Nebraska

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Improvement

KEY:

- Drought to persist or
intensify

Drought ongoing, some
improvement

Drought likely to improve,
impacts ease

Drought development
likely

Valid November 17, 2017 - February 29, 2012
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Posted/Predicted V.J‘"’

Depicts large-scale rends based on sudjeciively derived probablilties guided

by shori- and long<ange statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events

— such 35 Ndhidual storms — cannot be 3courately forecast more than a f2w days In advance.
Use caution for 3pplications — sUch 35 cfops -- that can be afMectad by such evenis.

*Ongoing” drought areas are approximatad from the Drought Monkor (D1 to D4 intensity).

For weekly drought updates, see the iatest U.S. Drought Monfior. NOTE: the green Improvement
areas Imply at least a 1-category improvemant in the Drought Monitor intansity levels,

but do not necessanty Impéy drought elimination.




Final Thoughts

Due to La Nifa and recent winter trends there is a higher
expectation of a wet pattern to develop over the winter months of
December, January and February, then turning more to a dry
pattern in the spring months of March, April and May.

The outlook for temperatures is much less certain. There is a
higher chance for the northern plains to be below normal while the
southern plains are expected to be above normal. However the
central plains has an equal chance for above, below or near normal
temperatures.

Exceptional drought conditions persist over the southern plains,
however it is not expected to expand north at this time.

Questions — Matthew.Masek@noaa.gov or Christopher.Buttler@noaa.gov



